
A
t the age of 81 he is energetic and charming.
Talk to him about science and you can have
an engaging conversation. In 1998, he was
awarded the Nobel Prize in Chemistry for

development of the electron density functional theory
and the quantum chemistry calculation method.
Walter Kohn, who is a faculty at the University of
California, Santa Barbara, was in Chennai to lecture
the students of SSN Engineering College, Kalavakkam,
on the Transformation to a New Energy Era. We meet
the passionate crusader of the environment...

Could you tell us more about the new energy era?
Global oil production has been increasing rapidly and
with the reserves of fossil fuels reducing
drastically. The world population is directly
related to this crisis. By 2050, the world
population will be around 10 billion. It is
important to find alternative sources, namely
solar and wind energy. Crude oil and coal are
bound to run out in the next decade. Solar
and wind energy are inexhaustible and
individually make up for only one or two
percent of the total energy produced in the
world. With the increasing awareness many
governments have begun investing in this
source. This is what I call the transformation
to a new energy era.

You mentioned “transition year” in your
lecture could you please elaborate?
After a lot of research, our team has come up
with calculations of world energy sources
and although it may not be accurate, I can
guarantee that the results are bound to be
true. There will be an energy transfer from
oil/ natural gas to solar/wind energy. We
define the transition year as the year in
which solar/wind energy begins to exceed
oil/ natural gas and become the world's
dominant energy source. Attempts towards
such transition have already begun in many
countries.

Is nuclear energy an alternative?
Nuclear energy would be a wonderful option
if we could solve the security problem. If we
can make sure that investing in nuclear
energy is not for acquisition of power but for
solving energy crisis then it is one of the best
alternatives. I clearly remember the day the
US bombed Hiroshima and I can also recall
the death count. The weapons we have today
can cause immeasurable death and
destruction.

What could the general public do to
reduce energy consumption?
I can give you an example of my college
students to say how every effort matters.
Students have formed a team and are guided
by professors. They have come out with well-
thought-out proposals to find alternatives.
They have campaigned and collected enough
money to set up a solar panel on the student's
council room. Inspired by the students’
efforts many residents have also set up solar
panels on their roofs. Here too, people can
approach the local authorities and question
them on the percentage of energy generated
by sun and wind, how it can be improved.
The government can help them put up a
modest solar panel on the roof. At the very
least one can get a panel that will produce
enough hot water for the family. Or that wil
light the bulbs. This will reduce your
electricity bill and over the years the initial
investment will pay off.
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“Teachers open the door, but you must enter by yourself ”MIXED
BAG

The 'Semester at
Sea' visits Chennai
A DAY OF INTERACTION WITH THIS UNIQUE GLOBAL EDUCATION AND TRAVEL
PROGRAMME AND EDUCATIONISTS ASSOCIATED WITH IT COMPELS ONE TO
DWELL ON 'INCLUSIVE EDUCATION'.SSREPORTS

A new day
has come
NOBEL PRIZE WINNER,WALTER KOHN WAS IN THE CITY
RECENTLY.GAYATRI SARANGARAJANMEETS HIM

L
ast week, when the Semester at 
Sea (SAS) docked in Chennai port
and 700 students came pouring out
to spend five days in India, it

marked the 100th voyage of a programme
that uniquely captures what global
education is all about. Here is a group of
undergraduate students who chose to spend
three months away from home, to learn
more about the world and experience
different countries and cultures.

Executive dean Dr Nicholas Iammarino
speaks eloquently about the programme -
"The first such voyage embarked from New
Jersey in 1926, covering 35 countries in
seven months. Since 1963, the formalised
programme has seen 45,000 participants
from universities across America." He cites
this as the Jeffersonian model in action,
saying that "geographic proximity fosters
learning, and our dream is to make
education abroad a national mandate rather

than a supplement, to make
the 'academical village' a
reality."

The Fall 2009 semester
focuses on globalisation and
the post-America flat world.
Laurel Eatherly, an SAS
student, said the experience
brought her closer home,
anywhere in the world.
American Consul General
Andrew Simkin notes that he
has been struck by the
warmth and hospitality
extended in Chennai, quoting
an ancient Tamil saying that
translates as "all towns are
our home, and all persons our
kin”.

The UGC Secretary is so
taken with the SAS that he
recently went on record

saying that the 11th Five Year
Plan, which emphasises
"inclusive education", is
looking at strengthening its
international exchange policy.
He pointed out that "higher
educational institutions are
expected to reprioritise
statements of the UGC",
combining the merits of
bottom-up and top-down
approaches. The fact, however,
is that experiments such as
the SAS are so expensive that
only participants who can
afford such an incredible
experience benefit from them.
Hence the question of how to
make education inclusive,
rather than merely world-
class, remains as relevant as
ever.

IFRM'S INAUGURAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP SUMMIT,
STRIDES09, WAS A DAY-LONG EVENT AT VANI
MAHAL, AND SAW KEEN PARTICIPATION BY
STUDENTS AND ACCOMPLISHED PROFESSIONALS.
SIDDHARTH SAREEN REPORTS

An entrepreneurship 
summit starts up

Strides09 is a result of the combined
efforts of two units at IFMR, the
Entrepreneurship Club and the

Colloquium Committee. It was envisioned as
an initiative to inspire young people to
embrace innovation, be creative and think
big. But as Chief Guest Akhila Srinivasan of
Shriram Investments reminded us, it is also
important to look into micro-details.
Commending the 12th-ranked B-School in the
country on doing yeoman service for
students, she emphasised the importance of
providing funding for young entrepreneurs.

The summit aimed to encapsulate journeys
to success, and comprised of sessions about
choosing, developing and sustaining a
business idea. A national online
entrepreneurship-based quiz, e-Quotient,
went hand-in-hand with the summit. The day
saw several panel discussions and talks

featuring both upcoming and seasoned micro
and social entrepreneurs, as well as other
eminent personalities.

IFMR President Bobby Srinivasan opened
proceedings with an address that focussed on
the theme of inclusion, describing the vision
and functioning of IFMR. Not only do the
students benefit from a trading floor on
campus, but contemporary courses and
specific stress on market awareness help in
making them knowledgeable, skilful and
employable.

One of the highlights was an address by
Tripathi, the chairman of the famous
Mumbai Dabbawalas, and Guest of Honour
Richa Pandey Mishra, founder CEO of
eJeevika, brought proceedings to a close with
a pithy speech full of encouragement. It is
hoped that this will become an annual affair.
For more details, visit www.ifmrstrides.info.
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