
STUDENT BODY
Undergraduate students from more than 1,700 universities have experienced 
a shipboard semester abroad with Semester at Sea (SAS). Small cohorts of 
graduate students sail each summer in niche programs (Teachers at Sea, 
Student A�airs at Sea). College-bound students who have completed high 
school and are taking a gap semester may also apply to SAS.

GLOBAL COMPARATIVE STUDIES
Semester at Sea is an experiential global education program focused on the 
comparative study of civilizations and societies. The semester provides a 
comprehensive educational experience through which disciplines and 
thematic issues are explored both cross-culturally and from a global 
perspective, supported and brought vividly to life in each port-of-call.

FACULTY
Our faculty—a team of 30 - 35 individuals each academic term—are selected 
by a University of Virginia dean from universities all over the world for their 
global scholarship and teaching ability. They are supported and 
complemented by a group of 30-35 additional sta� members, in roles ranging 
from physician to IT coordinator, as well as 200 crew.

LIFELONG LEARNERS
Lifelong Learners are non-student adults who sail as part of every Semester at 
Sea voyage. They audit undergraduate courses, attend �eld excursions, serve 
as mentors to undergraduates, and add a valuable inter-generational element 
to class discussions.

ACADEMIC CREDIT
Semester at Sea students enroll for 12-15 semester credits on fall and spring 
voyages, 9-12 credits on summer voyages, and 4-5 credits on short-term 
voyages. All credit is awarded by the University of Virginia, and transcripts 
re�ect the letter grades earned.

GRANTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS
Financial aid is available directly from the Institute for Shipboard Education 
for all Semester at Sea voyages. More than $4 million in �nancial aid is 
available from ISE every year, with individual awards ranging up to $13,000. 
Students are also encouraged to speak with their home school about 
institutional and federal �nancial aid eligibility. More than 70 percent of all 
students who study abroad with Semester at Sea receive �nancial aid from 
ISE or their home school or both.

A PREMIER GLOBAL STUDY ABROAD PROGRAM.

Semester at SeaSemester at Sea

Semester at Sea o�ers approximately 75 
upper- and lower-division courses each fall 
and spring term, and 35-40 each summer 
term. Courses are open to all majors.

COURSES

The MV Explorer is a new, modern, and safe 
passenger ship that circumnavigates the globe 
twice a year and explores a world region each 
summer. Complete with a student union, wireless 
Internet, 9,000-volume library, and many of the 
amenities you'd �nd on a land-based campus, 
the ship functions as both a traveling university 
and residential home to more than 2,000 
participants each year. 

FLOATING CAMPUS

Field work 
comprises 

20 percent of a 
student’s grade in 

every course


