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COURSE DESCRIPTION   

 

 The course presents the basic concepts and theories that linguists adopt in trying to 

understand how language works and is used in different contexts and situations.  

 In this course, we will learn how to analyze language from both a formal and a functional 

perspective. We will spend time investigating the various sub-disciplines of linguistics: 

phonetics and phonology, morphology, syntax, sociolinguistics, neurolinguistics, forensic 

linguistics and others. We will examine the relationships between language forms and 

the systematic behavior of language. Students will reflect on issues related to gender, 

word order, tenses and perception of time, semantics, pragmatics, creation of pidgins 

and creoles, and the history of languages. 

 The linguistic data analyzed in class will mostly come from English and Spanish, as well 

as other languages that are spoken in the ports that we visit: Polish, Portuguese, 

Croatian, Arabic, French, Akan, and others from the Niger-Congo family. 

 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES & METHODOLOGY 

 

 The principal aims of this course are:  

 

 Describe and account for the differences and relationships among various sub-fields 

of linguistics, including phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, pragmatics, 

sociolinguistics, neurolinguistics, and applied linguistics. 

 Demonstrate control of basic analytical tools and linguistic techniques in the 

examination of linguistic data to identify and interpret linguistic patterns and state 

generalizations. 

 Formulate hypotheses on the basis of observations appropriate for linguistics; 

account for the diversity of language experience and language use; describe the 

usefulness and relevance of linguistic knowledge to real-world experiences. 

  Foster student-led discussion of current language issues from around the world. 

 Connect class goals to the SAS global learning experience. Students will be exposed 

to multiple languages from the countries visited: Polish, Portuguese, Spanish, 



Croatian, Akan, and Arabic. They will have opportunities to apply concepts learnt in 

class to understand Indo-European and Non-Indo European languages, their 

speakers and cultures. Experiential and active learning are key components of this 

class with a global approach to language study. 

 

 To maximize the integration of the Semester at Sea experience into this course, we will 

modify the general approach outlined above (almost) every time the ship is arriving at a 

new port of call. We will study the languages spoken in that specific country. 

 

 As explained in the Field Class component below, students will be asked to document 

their on-land experiences with a series of photos and/or video clips, which they then 

contextualize in class to fellow students.  

 

 

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS 

 

 Language Files 12, Dept. of Linguistics OSU: Ohio State Press, 2016, 12th ed. ISBN #: 

9780814252703  

 Dictionary needed: a good (pocket) dictionary is a MUST! You will not have access to on-

line dictionaries. 

 

 

TOPICAL OUTLINE OF THE COURSE   

 

 As noted above, this syllabus is TENTATIVE, and is likely to undergo adjustments during the 

voyage. Our aim will be to follow it as closely as possible, while also keeping students’ 

workload manageable and “more or less predictable”.  

 

 Just a few days into the voyage, we will no doubt realize that the coursework and 

homework assignments are rather tightly-packed, which will be the moment when we’ll 

much appreciate our initial goal to also aim for flexibility in the interests of 

accommodating the unforeseen (I do expect to get sea-sick at some point!) and making 

the most of the unexpected.  

 Note: an adjusted and updated syllabus will be distributed on Day 1 of class. 

 

Depart Amsterdam— September 9 

    

A1—September 11:  Introduction. What is language? What do you know when you 

know a language? Language modality. Other aspects of knowing 

a language. How languages evolve (5 min.) 

 

A2—September 13:   Phonetics. Representing speech sounds. Articulation. 

   Polish language. What Makes Us Human? (52 min.) 

 

Gdansk, Poland — September 15-20 

 



A3—September 21: Beyond English: speech sounds of the world’s languages. Supra-

segmental features. 

   Stone Age Language Mystery (13 min.).  

 

A4—September 23:  Phonology. Phonotactic constraints and foreign accents. 

Phonemes and allophones.  

   Class discussion. Language Matters (30 min.)  

 

A5—September 25:  Solving problems in phonology. 

   Romance languages: Portuguese and Spanish, Indo-European, 

Italic group. 

   Where did English come from? (5 min.)  

 

Lisbon, Portugal — September 26-28 

Cadiz, Spain — September 29 – October 1 

 

A6—October 3: Writing systems. Writing language and culture. Types and 

historical evolution of writing systems.  

Mini-class presentations. The History of Writing (7 min.). Types of 

Writing (8 min.) and Creating a Writing System (8 min.) 

 

A7—October 5: History and evolution of Alphabets. Slavic languages: Croatian, 

and Balto-Slavic group. Slavic languages (5 min). 

 

Dubrovnik, Croatia — October 6-10 

 

A8—October 12:  Morphology: words and their formation. Morphological typology of 

languages. 

   Mini-class presentations. What is Morphology? (2 min.). 

    

A9—October 14: Morphological analysis: words, morphemes, and allomorphs. 

 Morocco’s languages. Arab lexical influence in other languages. 

Arabic: Semitic language. 

    

Casablanca, Morocco — October 15-20 

 

A10—October 22:   Languages in Morocco. Discussion. Further review of 

morphological structures. 

   Mini-class presentations. Let there be Words, What is Language? 

(49 min.). 

 

A11—October 25:  Introduction to Syntax. What is syntax? Cases. Syntactic 

properties and categories.  

 Word order (16 min.). 

 

A12—October 27: Syntactic Analysis: nouns and verbs. Word classes and 

transitivity (20 min.) 



   Ghana languages: Akan, Niger-Congo language family. 

 

Tema, Ghana — October 28-30 

Takoradi, Ghana — October 31 – November 1 

 

A13—November 3: Types of sentences and clauses. Syntactic analysis: mini-class 

presentations. 

   

A14—November 6: Syntactic Analysis: mini-class presentations. 

 

A15—November 8:  Class discussion. Romance language: Portuguese. Indo-

European Italic group.  

 

Salvador, Brazil — November 10-15 

 

A16—November 16:  Mini-class presentations. Pragmatics. Language in context. Rules 

of conversation analysis. Speech Acts. Implicature and 

presuppositions. Steven Pinker: What our language habits reveal 

(18 min.). Grice’s Maxims, implicature and presupposition 

(12min.).  

 

A17—November 18: Class discussion. Mother Tongues: Global Tongues (49 min.).  

 

A18—November 20:  Language and culture. Language and gender. Texting. Identifying 

yourself through language (15 min.) How language shapes the 

way we think (14 min.). Texting is killing language (13 min.). 

 

A19—November 23: Pidgins and creoles: Tobagonian and Trinidadian Creole.  

   Constant change: The Spread of Language (49 min.). 

 

Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago — November 24 

 

A20—November 26:  Language contact: pidgins and creoles. Societal Multilingualism.  

   Poto and Cabengo (77min.) 

 

A21—November 28:  Applied Linguistics. Forensic linguistics. 

Mini-class presentations. Solving Murder with Linguistic Evidence 

(20 min). A Crime Investigation with Forensic Linguistics (4 min.). 

 

A22—December 1: Quechua: Andes region, Inca Empire. Life and Death: Language 

Preservation (49 min.) 

 

Guayaquil, Ecuador — November 24 

 

A23—December 9: Bilingualism. Myths in bilingualism (link). Benefits of a bilingual 

brain (5 min.). 

 



Puntarenas, Costa Rica — December 11-15 

 

A24—December 16 Mini-presentations of linguistic journal and final submission. 

 

A25—December 19    Final Exam: written exam. 

 

Arrive San Diego, California — December 23 

 

 

FIELD WORK  

 

Semester at Sea field experiences allow for an unparalleled opportunity to compare, contrast, 

and synthesize the different cultures and countries encountered over the course of the 

voyage. In addition to the one field class, students will complete independent field 

assignments that span multiple countries. 

 

FIELD CLASS & ASSIGNMENT 

 

The field class for this course is on October 6th in Dubrovnik, Croatia.  

 

Field Class attendance is mandatory for all students enrolled in this course. Do not book 

individual travel plans or a Semester at Sea sponsored trip on the day of your field class. Field 

Classes constitute at least 20% of the contact hours for each course and are developed and 

led by the instructor. 

 

Proposal Title #1: E 320, Introduction to the Study of Language 

Country:  Dubrovnik, Croatia 

Idea:   “The Pearl of the Adriatic”: Old Town and Rector’s Palace 

 

The field lab will begin with a walking tour of old town in this historical city, where we 

will visit some of the most significant cultural and historic sites such as the ancient 

city walls, St. John’s and Revelin Fortress, Spanza Square, Convent of St. Claire, and 

the home of Marin Drzic (the Croatian Shakespeare). The city of Dubrovnik was built 

on maritime trade. In the Middle Ages it became the only city-state in the Adriatic to 

rival Venice. Supported by its wealth and skilled diplomacy, the city achieved a 

remarkable level of development during the 15th and 16th centuries. Furthermore, 

Dubrovnik was one of the centers of the development of the Croatian language and 

its literature, home to many notable poets, playwrights, painters, mathematicians, 

physicists, and scholars.  

We will spend a couple of hours at the Rector’s Palace, now a museum, looking at 

lovely rooms full of history. This building has survived explosions and earthquakes 

throughout the years. It is a beautiful building at the top of the Stratum and also 

hosts the extremely moving Memorial Room to the Dubrovnik Defenders. The 

Rector's Palace houses exhibits showing the city's history over the ages. 

Students are required to take 5 pictures of Croatian texts (in the Museum, city 

streets, vendor shops, etc…) which contain words, cognates, or other linguistic 



symbols related to the English language or showing its influence. They will share this 

information with the class. 

Students will also write a field class paper with a reflection on their experience in the 

museum and the significance of the Croatian language in Mediterranean trade 

(making reference to readings and material provided in class before the trip). They 

are encouraged to make connections to the linguistic landscapes they have 

experienced in other ports. 

 

Objectives:  Describe Croatian cultural practices from what you observe in the museum. 

 Connect the written signs and descriptions in the museum with material 

provided in class about Croatian language patterns. 

 Learn about the history of Croatian, a Slavic language. 

 Learn about specific aspects of Croatian culture (history, traditions, daily 

habits, etc.) 

 Explore the museum with an analytical eye for the evolution of the 

Croatian language and its interaction with cultural practices.  

 Understand the importance of this port in Mediterranean trade. 

 

Field Class: Assignments, 20% of final grade 

 

Linguistic Journal  

 Each student will keep a journal throughout the voyage, with 1 entry per port, total 11 

entries, beginning with Poland and ending with Costa Rica.  

 The nature of the entries in the journal should be such that they can be shared with 

the rest of the class.  

 The purpose of these journals is to compare different languages and think 

analytically about other communities’ culture and traditions. 

 Students will be required to describe their linguistic experience in the country visited, 

and to accompany their description with documentary photos that can then be shown 

in class.  

 Students should take at least 3 photos (per port) of written material in the languages 

of the port and country. 

 Entries should include language samples (from markets, museums, street names, 

menus, graffiti, traffic signs, etc.) 

 Formatting:  

o All journal entries must be in electronic format, spell checked, and formatted 

according to specifications given at the beginning of the course. This includes the 

proper integration of photographic/documentary materials into the text.  

o All entries must be single-spaced, and in Microsoft Word and pdf format, in Times 

12pt.  

o The page length of journal entries indicated in the syllabus is to be interpreted as 

a minimum.  

o Students are responsible for making regular backup copies so as to avoid the 

possibility of data loss. 

 Students will email an electronic copy at the end of the course. 

 The journal will be checked several times during the voyage (see syllabus). 



 

Pre-arranged trips 

Students are strongly encouraged to attend pre-arranged trips and describe their 

experiences in their journal.  

 

 

METHODS OF EVALUATION 

 

1. Linguistic journal (field class component)  

15% 

2. Field class (1 total) 20% 

3. In-class presentations   20% 

4. Participation, homework & effort 

(overall) 10% 

5. Short Quizzes (total) 15%  

6. Activity in pairs 5% 

7. Final Exam 15%  

 

FIELD CLASS (1) (20%) 

 

 The policy on our voyage is that there is ONE field class per course (this field class will be paid for 

by the student). In rare cases, a student may be excused from participating in an FC.  

 

 Any student who fails to complete this course's required FC, either as stipulated in this syllabus or, 

if that is for some reason impossible, as worked out in advance with the instructor, may fail the 

course regardless of her or his performance in the rest of the course. 

 

 Semester at Sea students will be asked to be keen observers during this FC, as they will have to 

report back (in class) what they saw and how it affected their (1) view of the port’s society and (2) 

outlook on life in general.  

Students should be prepared to take pictures and/or short videos (where appropriate), so as to use 

them in class during their presentations (in Spanish). 

 

 IN-CLASS PRESENTATIONS = Mini-class presentations (20%) 

 

 Each student will be required to complete several in-class presentations: individually and in pairs.  

 These will be based on concepts seen in class.   

 Each student will prepare questions, a pertinent concepts list, and present the materials assigned for 

the homework.  

 

 PARTICIPATION, HOMEWORK AND EFFORT (10%) 

 

 Participation is an integral part not only of the class, but also of proper linguistic concept 

acquisition. Attendance and participation are required in every class.  

  Participation includes being prepared for every class discussion, completion of all homework, 

being actively engaged in all activities (debates, group work, student-led discussions, teacher 

instruction), respecting all others in the class, being on time to class, volunteering to answer 

questions, helping fellow students, asking meaningful and insightful questions, etc.  

 Failure to follow these guidelines will result in the loss of participation points for the day.  

 

 QUIZZES (15%)  



 

 There will be various regular quizzes, approximately 1 per week.  

 The purpose of these quizzes is to verify whether students have completed their homework 

assignments. 

 

FINAL EXAM: written exam (15%)  

 

 WRITING AND SUBMISSION PARAMETERS 

  

 All written assignments must be double-spaced, in Times, 12 pt., with 1-inch margins on all sides and 

carefully edited for clarity and style. 

 Late assignments will be corrected but will not receive any points. 

 

 

GRADING SCALE 

 

Pass/Fail is not an option for Semester at Sea coursework.   

Note that C-, D+ and D- grades are also not assigned on Semester at Sea in accordance with the grading 

system at Colorado State University (the SAS partner institution). 

Pluses and minuses are awarded as follows on a 100% scale: 

 

Excellent  Good  Satisfactory/Poor  Failing  

97-100%:  A+  

93-96%:    A  

90-92%:    A-  

87-89%: B+  

83-86%: B  

80-82%: B-  

77-79%: C+  

70-76%: C  

60-69%: D  

Less than 60%: F  

 

 

ATTENDANCE/ENGAGEMENT IN THE ACADEMIC PROGRAM 

 

 Attendance in all Semester at Sea classes, including the Field Class, is mandatory. Students must inform 

their instructors prior to any unanticipated absences and take the initiative to make up missed work in a 

timely fashion.   

 After 2 unexcused/excused absences, participation grade will go down 2 points for each absence. 

 Instructors must make reasonable efforts to enable students to make up work which must be completed 

under the instructor’s supervision (e.g., examinations, laboratories).  In the event of a conflict in regard to 

this policy, individuals may appeal using established CSU procedures. 

 

 

LEARNING ACCOMMODATIONS 

 

 Semester at Sea provides academic accommodations for students with diagnosed learning disabilities, in 

accordance with ADA guidelines. Students who will need accommodations should contact ISE to discuss 

their individual needs. Any accommodation must be discussed in a timely manner prior to 

implementation.   

 A letter from the student’s home institution verifying the accommodations received on their home 

campus (dated within the last three years) is required before any accommodation is provided on the ship. 

Students must submit this verification of accommodations to academic@isevoyages.org  as soon as 

possible, but no later than two months prior to the voyage. 

 

 

STUDENT CONDUCT CODE 

 

mailto:academic@isevoyages.org


 The foundation of a university is truth and knowledge, each of which fundamentally relies upon academic 

integrity and is diminished significantly by academic misconduct. Academic integrity is conceptualized as 

doing and taking credit for one’s own work.  

 A pervasive attitude promoting academic integrity enhances the sense of community and adds value to 

the educational process. All within the University are affected by the cooperative commitment to 

academic integrity. All Semester at Sea courses adhere to this Academic Integrity Policy and Student 

Conduct Code.  

 Depending on the nature of the assignment or exam, the faculty member may require a written 

declaration of the following honor pledge: “I have not given, received, or used any unauthorized 

assistance on this exam/assignment.”  

 

 

RESERVE BOOKS FOR THE LIBRARY: (8)  

 

AUTHOR: Dept. of Linguistics at Ohio State 

University  

TITLE: Language Files 12  

PUBLISHER: Ohio State Press  

ISBN #: 9780814252703  

DATE/EDITION: 12th Edition, 2016 

 

AUTHOR: Fromkin, V., R. Rodman, N. Hyams  

TITLE: An Introduction to Language (10th edition)  

PUBLISHER: Wadsworth-Cengage  

ISBN #: 978-1-133-31068-6  

DATE/EDITION: 10th edition; 2014  

AUTHOR: O’Grady, W., J. Archibald, et al.  

TITLE: Contemporary Linguistics  

PUBLISHER: Bedford/St. Martin’s (Macmillan 

Learning)  

ISBN #: 9781319039776  

DATE/EDITION: 2017/7th  

 

 

AUTHOR: O’Grady, W., J. Archibald, et al.   

TITLE: Study Guide - Contemporary Linguistics  

PUBLISHER: Bedford/St. Martin’s (Macmillan 

Learning)  

ISBN #: 978-0312586300  

DATE/EDITION: 2010/6th  

 

AUTHOR: M. Paul Lewis; Summer Institute of 

Linguistics.  

TITLE: Ethnologue: Languages of the World  

PUBLISHER: SIL International  

ISBN #: 978155671216  

DATE/EDITION: 2009/16th 

 

AUTHOR: Comrie, B.  

TITLE: The World’s Major Languages  

PUBLISHER: Oxford University Press; Reprint edition  

ISBN #: 978-0195065114  

DATE/EDITION: 1990/1st ed  

 

AUTHOR: E. Dhohamy and D. Gorter  

TITLE: Linguistic Landscape. Expanding the 

Scenery  

PUBLISHER: Routledge  

ISBN #: 978-0-415-98873-5  

DATE/EDITION: 2009 

 

AUTHOR: Dona Jo Napoli 

TITLE: Language matters: a guide to everyday 

questions about language 

PUBLISHER: NY: Oxford University Press. 

ISBN: # 9780199735716 

DATE/EDITION: 2010, 2nd ed 

 

AUTHOR: R. L. Trask and Bill Mayblin 

TITLE: Introducing Linguistics 

PUBLISHER: Icon Books 

ISBN: # 1840461691 

DATE/EDITION: 2000

 

FILM REQUEST: Documentaries (10)              From KANOPY (CSU) 

 

1. Title: Poto and Cabengo (1980, 2014)  

Documentary 1h 17min/74min 

Distributor: The Criterion Collection/NY Films 

 

2. Title: What Makes Us Human? (2012)  

Documentary 52min. 

Distributor: PBS  

 



3. Title: Let there be Words, what is Language? 

(2007) Documentary 49min (from Kanopy) 

Distributor: Syncopated Productions.  

 

4. Title: Constant change: The Spread of Language 

(2007) Documentary 49min (from Kanopy) 

Distributor: Syncopated Productions.  

 

5. Title: Mother Tongues: Global Tongues 

2007) Documentary 49min (from Kanopy) 

Distributor: Syncopated Productions.  

 

 

6. Title: Life and Death: Language Preservation 

2007) Documentary 49min (from Kanopy) 

Distributor: Syncopated Productions.  

 

7. Title: The Science of Non-Verbal Communic. 

Documentary 32 min (from Kanopy) 

Distributor: The Great Courses, 2016. 

 

8. Title: Civilization to Colonization: Written 

Language  

Documentary 49 min, 2007. 

 

FROM PBS (not available from Kanopy): 

 

9. Title: Stone Age Language Mystery (2012) 

Documentary 13min. 

Distributor: PBS  

 

10. Title: Language Matters (2015) 

Documentary 30min. 

Distributor: PBS  

 

 

ELECTRONIC COURSE MATERIALS:  All in calendar 

 

From Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics (edited by Keith Brown, 2006, ISBN: 978-0-08-044854-1)  

 

1. Animal Communication Overview (pp. 276-284)  

2. Identity and Language (pp. 486-492)  

3. Classification of Languages (pp. 446-457)  

4. Pidgins and Creoles: Overview (pp. 600-606)  

5. Akan (pp. 137-140)  

6. Arabic (pp. 423-431)  

7. Berber (pp. 738-744)  

8. Ghana: Language Situation (pp. 76-78)  

9. Morocco: Language Situation (pp. 272-273)  

10. Polish (pp. 672-675) 

11. Portuguese (pp. 762-765) 

12. Quechua (pp. 314–315) 

13. Romance languages (pp. 654-655) 

14. Serbian-Croatian-Bosnian Linguistic Complex 

(pp. 258-260) 

15. Spanish (pp. 608-610) 

 

 From Multicultural Topics in Communication Sciences and Disorders (Portland State University): 

 

Section Languages 

https://www.pdx.edu/multicultural-topics-communication-sciences-disorders/languages 

 

1. Arabic    https://www.pdx.edu/multicultural-topics-communication-sciences-

disorders/arabic 

2. Croatian    https://www.pdx.edu/multicultural-topics-communication-sciences-

disorders/croatian 

3. Latin American Spanish (Standard)  

https://www.pdx.edu/multicultural-topics-communication-sciences-

disorders/latin-america-spanish-standard 

4. Polish   https://www.pdx.edu/multicultural-topics-communication-sciences-

disorders/polish   

5. Serbian   https://www.pdx.edu/multicultural-topics-communication-sciences-

disorders/serbian 

6. Spanish (Mexican) https://www.pdx.edu/multicultural-topics-communication-sciences-

disorders/spanish-mexican 

7. Puerto Rican Spanish https://www.pdx.edu/multicultural-topics-communication-sciences-

disorders/puerto-rican-spanish 

https://www.pdx.edu/multicultural-topics-communication-sciences-disorders/languages


  

Section International cultures 

https://www.pdx.edu/multicultural-topics-communication-sciences-disorders/cultures-countries 

 

1. Arab World  https://www.pdx.edu/multicultural-topics-communication-sciences-

disorders/arab-world-general 

2. Croatia   https://www.pdx.edu/multicultural-topics-communication-sciences-

disorders/croatia 

3. Ghana    https://www.pdx.edu/multicultural-topics-communication-sciences-

disorders/ghana 

4. Poland    https://www.pdx.edu/multicultural-topics-communication-sciences-

disorders/poland 

 

 Bilingualism  

https://www.pdx.edu/multicultural-topics-communication-sciences-disorders/dispelling-myths-

surrounding-language-development-and-treatment-in-bilingual-children  

 

From Wikipedia: 

 

1. Akan 

2. Arabic 

3. Berber 

4. Croatian language 

5. Quechuan language 

6. Trinidad and Tobago 

7. Tobagonian Creole 

8. Trinidadian Creole 

 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

 

None 


